Green Party attempts to quell 
infighting and gain influence 


ALISON FITZGERALD 
The Associated Press 


LAWRENCE, Mass. — The walls were green, 
the curtains were green. So was the c.nfetti left 
over in Hibernian Hall. 

The Irish club seemed the perfect place for 
Thursday’s national convention of the Green 
Party. Inside, things were less than perfect. 

Small in number and on the fringe of Ameri- 
can politics, the party dedicated to protecting the 
environment is trying to overcome internal bick- 
ering and unify its many shades. 

“We have a pretty far-flung national movement 
with different elements that we’re trying to har- 
monize,” said Kwazi Mkrumah, coordinator of 
the Los Angeles Green Party. 

The party got a political bounce in 1996 when 
Ralph Nader ran for president on the Green 
ticket and received more than half a million 
votes. At the same time, ‘the party elected 38 
members to local office around the country and 
managed to gain control of the city council in 
Arcata, Calif. 

Since then, welfare reform and the threat to 
environmental laws have led more people to look 
the Green Party’s way, Mkrumah said. 

Jonathan Leavitt of the Lawrence Green Party 
said the new goal is to move beyond activism 
and get more people elected. That may not be 
easy: Convention-goers spent most of Thursday 
morning haggling over a meeting agenda. 

“It’s not the best kept secret in the room that 
there are divisions here,” said David Lillie, who 
stood before the 35 delegates in shorts, T-shirt 
and a fisherman’s hat. “All of us have 99 percent 
of what we want to do in common.” 

But for many Greens it’s not that simple. The 
party for some is about ecology, for others social 
justice. Others think the absence of any power 
structure is most important. 


“It’s grassroots democracy,” said Nancy 
Broyles of Santa Barbara, Calif. She is dead set 
“They're a 


against statewide Green parties. 
group that wants to start green parties from the 
top down.” 

Unlike elaborately orchestrated major political 
conventions, the Greens’ gathering was beyond 
casual. About 300 people were expected over the 
weekend. 

Instead of red, white and blue bunting, the 
Green hall was decorated with handmade ban- 
ners sporting yellow sunflowers. One table had 
onions, lettuce heads and green tomatoes piled 
on it, offered free from a member’s garden. 

There wasn’t a blue suit or cellular phone in 
sight. 

“My personal view is that everyone is a Green 
if they knew the Greens exist,” said Jana Cutlip, 
a Virginia law student. “Everyone wants clean 
air, everyone wants clean water and everyone 
wants food that won’t kill them.” 

A variety of opinion, combined with a structure 
that gives everyone an equal voice, makes it 
tough to unify the party, called the Greens/Green 
Party USA. 

Mitch Cohen, a New York City poet and coor- 
dinator of his city’s chapter, talked about one 
recent “splinter” of a small group from a Man- 
hattan neighborhood, 

“When a few votes didn’t go their way, they 
decided to go off on their own and form another 
group,” Cohen said. The new party also calls 
itself the Greens. 

In Illinois, Randy Toler claims his Green Party 
USA is the original environmental party with 
10,000 members in the Chicago area. But the 
national group said Toler is a one-man-show. 

The ruptures have led the party to consider 


trademarking the name as they try to take ad- 
vantage of the momentum started by Nader. 
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